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Bridging Work - Summer 2022: 
ECONOMICS 

 

 
Exam Board:  Edexcel A 
 
Specification: 
(https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/spec
ification-and-sample-assessment-materials/A_Level_Econ_A_Spec.pdf)  
 
 
My name is Mr Moosajee, and I am the Head of Economics at Herschel Grammar School.  I 
am delighted you are interested in studying Economics.  Use the summer to decide whether 
it will be the right subject for you.  It can be challenging, and will require constant and 
dedicated effort, not just with learning a lot of technical knowledge, but also following the 

real-world events which affect or are affected.  If you don’t follow the news or enjoy reading a 
lot, this isn’t the subject for you! 

For a more detailed understanding of the course, how it is assessed, and more importantly, 
the theories, concepts and models you will study, check out the Getting Started guide.  This 
will be very useful in helping you to complete your summer bridging work (see below)   

The guide can be found here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Economics/2015/teach
ing-and-learning-materials/Getting_Started_Guide_new.pdf  

Economics is relevant to our daily lives, and you might want to start looking at the Business 
and Economics news, as there is always something happening in the world every second 
which is related or relevant to what we have studied, will be studying, or will study in the 
future.  The current Covid-19 pandemic for example is having a profound effect on the global 

economy, on governments, on businesses, on public institutions, and on us as individuals   
 
Sites like BBC News and BBC Newsround can be good starting places, as they write articles 
which do not use too much jargon, and explain the technical terms they use.  As you 
become more adept with the course, newspapers like The Guardian, The Financial Times 
(free access is available as a Herschel student), and The Economist and their websites, will 
provide you with much more in-depth explanations and analyses of what is going on.  BBC 
Radio 4’s Today Programme, which is also available via the BBC Sounds app, and online 
news aggregators, like Morning Brew is also an amazing way to start the day informed about 
what is happening in the world around us. 
  
As you learn more about the course, you might be able to better answer questions like: 

  

• Why have food and oil prices risen so much? 

• Why are hospitals currently struggling to cope with the backlog of patients waiting for 
treatment 

• Why did so many people start panic buying toilet roll, hand sanitiser, and food when 

the Covid-19 pandemic started? 

• Why has unemployment not increased by as much people feared?  How did the 
government prevent this?  Why might it be about to rise in the near future? 

• Now that lockdown is being lifted, why has there been a spike in inflation rates? 
 
I hope this information helps you to start learning about Economics.  I look forward to 

meeting you next year in the Economics class. 
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Please refer to the guide to the bridging work you should complete over the summer break 
before you start in Year 12 in September 2022 below: 
 
 
We want to hit the ground running in September.  How I teach Economics at Herschel 
is quite similar to how you will learn at university, and very much relies on an 

increased level of independent learning, which is very much a feature of studying A 
levels too. 
 
I use FLIPPED LEARNING a lot on this course.  This means that you will need to 
independently read through chapters in the book, or an article or video during your non-
contact periods and during home learning.  
 
This information will then be used to help you prepare answers to the questions provided on 
a question sheet or presentation, which you then bring to class and share.   
 
Essentially, you need to take considerable ownership of your knowledge acquisition, 
especially for the easier parts of the course. 

 
This way I can see whether you have learnt your theory, help you with an expert explanation 
if and when it is needed, and help you to develop the higher-order skills you need to 
demonstrate in exams:  
 

• applying your theory to real-world examples  

 

• analysing the effects these will have and the factors which influence whether 

this happens  

 

• making justified judgements as to the extent this might happen, or the 

unintended consequences this may have.   

 
The qualities which make a good Economist include a high level of curiosity about the 
theories we learn, and the real-world events we try to make sense of (which there is a lot of 
happening every day).   
 
You need to be able to critically analyse and assess what is happening (essentially, leaving 
no answer unquestioned).  You also need to read lots, produce, interpret and analyse a lot of 
written, numerical and graphical information. 
 
I am biased of course, but I genuinely think Economics is one of the most interesting, 
relevant and useful subjects you can study.  It opens a lot of doors, and can be both 
intellectually and financially rewarding.  However, it’s not easy, and if you want the rewards, 

you have to put in the efforts to become an effective Economist.  
 
If you like to read a lot, have considerable interest in following the news or current 
affairs, enjoy and are able to work independently, enjoy and are effectively able to 
articulate yourself effectively in writing or when speaking, and enjoy writing or enjoy 
maths and graph work, Economics might be the course for you!  
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MICROECONOMICS Bridging Work: (this should be handwritten, and diagrams should be 

hand-drawn.  Word processed work or cut and pasted diagrams will not be acceptable) 

• Write a short explanation of what Economics studies (clue: it’s not just about finance 

and money) 

 

• Explain what is meant by the Basic Economic Problem.  What three questions does 

an economy need to ask itself to solve this problem? 

 

• Explain what is meant by a free-market economy 

 

• Explain what is meant by a command (or planned) economy 

 

• Explain what is meant by a mixed economy 

 

• Using an example, explain what is meant by a positive statement (extension: what is 

the common mistake often made when thinking about positive statements) 

 

• Using an example, explain what is meant by a normative statement (extension: what 

is the common mistake often made when thinking about normative statements). 

 

• Explain what is meant by demand, and why demand has to be backed up by both the 

ability and willingness to pay 

 

• Draw a demand curve, and write an explanation of the relationship between the price 

charged and the quantity demanded. 

 

• Using demand curve diagrams, explain how changes in non-price factors, like an 

increase in a person’s income will affect the level of demand. Use this knowledge to 

explain what is meant by 1) a normal good and 2) an inferior good. 

 

• Draw a supply curve, and write an explanation of the relationship between the price 

charged and the quantity supplied. 

 

• Using supply curve diagrams, explain how non-price factors, like the changes in the 

cost of a raw material, like a fall in the price oil, or components, like a rise in the price 

of semiconductors can affect the amount being supplied. 

 

• Explain what is meant by externalities, and using an example for each, explain how 

market transactions can lead to 1) external costs and 2) external benefits from the 

production and consumption of goods and services.  (extension: draw the positive 

consumption externality and negative externality diagrams) 

 

• Explain what is meant by information asymmetry, and what is meant by an 

information gap.  Explain why asymmetric or missing information might lead to 

misallocations of resources and an increase in external costs and a decrease in 

external benefits from the production and consumption of goods by a market. 
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MACROECONOMICS Bridging Work: (this should be handwritten, and diagrams should be 

hand-drawn.  Word processed work or cut and pasted diagrams will not be acceptable) 

 

• Draw a production possibility frontier (PPF) diagram, and explain what the PPF 

shows, and what is significant about points on the boundary and points within the 

boundary, and explain why points outside the boundary are unobtainable. 

 

• Draw a circular flow of income (CFOI) diagram.  Explain the roles of the two sectors 

and what their roles are in the economy. 

 

• List the 1) three injections in to and 2) withdrawals/leakages out of, the CFOI 

 

• Identify the four main macroeconomic measures of performance, and the 

government’s main objectives in relation to these objectives. 

 

• What are the current rates for these four main measures? 

 

• What other macroeconomic objectives might an economy/government look to 

pursue.  Which two in particular are hot topics in our world? 

 

• Using a diagram, explain what is meant by aggregate demand 

 

• Using a diagram, explain what is meant by short-run aggregate supply 

 

• Using a diagram, explain what is meant by long-run aggregate supply. 

 

• Explain what is meant by fiscal policy – ensure you indicate what it involves the 

manipulation of, and what its intended effect will be. 

 

• Explain what is meant by monetary policy – ensure you indicate what it involves the 

manipulation of, and what its intended effect will be. 

 

• Explain what is meant by market-based supply-side policies – what is the intended 

effect of such policies 

 

• Explain what is meant by interventionist supply-side policies – what is the intended 

effect of such policies 
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The course textbook we use is:  Edexcel AS/A Level Economics (sixth edition) Student 
book + Active Book – Anderton, Alain (edited by Dave Gray) (ISBN: 9781447990550) 
 
I hope this information helps you to start learning about Economics.  I look forward to 
meeting you next year in class. 
 
 

 
 

 
If you have any queries, please contact: 
 
Mr Y Moosajee, Head of Economics 

ymo@herschel.slough.sch.uk  
 
You can also follow me on Twitter:  
The Mr Moosajee - https://twitter.com/BusEconYMO_HGS 
 

mailto:ymoosajee@herschel.slough.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/BusEconYMO_HGS

